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PREFACE

We dedicate this book to the two hundred thousand
victims killed on the 6th of August 1945 in Hiroshima and
on the 9th of the same month in Nagasaki, and to those
who died of after-effect diseases of the A-bombings.

Such a bombing, a real "A-bomb hell", never happened
before in human history for many thousand years. People
could not help their families who had been burnt alive.
They failed to give water to those who asked for it. We
should never forget each of those days.

The pictures and testimonies in this book have been
drawn and written by sufferers of the A-bombings with
the hope the reader might understand those cruel and
inhuman incidents.

After seventy years and in spite of the decision of the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) that "it is a
transgression of international laws to use or threat by
nuclear weapons", still many countries ignore the
international treaty to abolish nuclear weapons. The
number of countries with nuclear armament has increased,
and new experiments to develop more sophisticated
nuclear weapons have been made.

Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki constantly ask
world leaders to visit their cities to see personally the
cruelty of A-bombing. They invite them to raise their
voices in favour of abolition of nuclear weapons.

The pictures and testimonies in this publication, are just
a small part, but they can convey the disastrous outcome
of an A-bomb. We strongly hope that the reader can
imagine the unspeakable wounds, the pain and the sorrow
expressed in these works. People are still suffering from
after-effect diseases, and many patients are enduring pain
in body and mind. They constantly appeal: "See how we
are suffering from after-effect diseases. Stop to use
nuclear weapons!"

We sincerely hope that this book,
"WASURERARENAI ANOHI" (THE DAY NEVER
TO BE FORGOTTEN) may contribute to witness the
truth of A-bombing victims and survivors, and to build a
world which will "create no more Hibakushas (sufferers
of A-bombing)", and "be prevailed by peace without any
nuclear weapons and wars".

Finally, we would like to express our deep appreciation
and gratitude to those who helped us to do this
publication, especially to the governor of Kanagawa
Prefecture.

Kanagawa Atomic Bomb Sufferers Association
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Greetings
Yuji Kuroiwa

April 2015 Governor of Kanagawa Prefecture

The atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
August 1945 brought tremendous calamities which human
beings had never faced before. Countless precious lives were
lost in an instant and a great many people were injured. Those
who managed to survive the bombings are still suffering from
serious damage to their minds and bodies even now. We must
take to our hearts once again that the peace and prosperity we
are presently enjoying is built upon the ultimate sacrifice of
these people.

In May this year, the session of Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty Review Conference will take place at the United Nation
Headquarters in New York for the first time in five years, and
will examine the progress of disarmament and proliferation of
nuclear weapons. In the Preparatory Committee session held in
April last year, people with various standpoints attended from
Japan, including local government officials, NGO workers, as
well as national government officials. This attitude showed the
international society that Japan is resolute in making an all-out
effort for nuclear disarmament.

However, nuclear power is still in existence in the world, and
the nuclear threat has not disappeared.

Abolition of nuclear weapons and realization of eternal peace
are the earnest wish of the people of Japan, the only nation in
the world to have suffered atomic bombings. It is also the
sincere wish of the nine million citizens of Kanagawa
Prefecture.

Kanagawa Prefectural Government adopted the Kanagawa
Declaration of Non-nuclear-weapon Prefecture in 1984 and has
made every endeavor to realize a peaceful world without
nuclear weapons or war.

It has been 70 years since the atomic bombings, and the bomb-
survivors are aging with time. So as not to let the horror of the
atomic bombs fade, survivors living in Kanagawa have
continued to speak about their experiences at schools and in the
region. They are also trying new approaches, such as making a
DVD covering testimonies of their experiences and showing it
at events. It is our mission to take their testimony seriously and
convey their experiences to the next generation.

This collection book of poems and paintings, titled AgThe
Unforgettable DayAh, has great significance in conveying the
dreadful damage the nuclear-bomb victims had to go through.
I sincerely hope that the people of Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan
and the world will recognize the inhumane nature of nuclear
weapons through this book and make further efforts for the
abolition of nuclear weapons.

In closing, I would like to offer my deep respect to the
members of Kanagawa Prefecture Society of Atomic-bomb
victims and other people concerned for their efforts in
publishing this collection, and wish for the good health of all
people. May the souls of the Atomic-bomb victims rest in
peace.



GLOSSARY

. AIR WARNING
A warning issued when aircrafts of the enemy eventually are
approaching

. AIR ALERT
An alert issued when there is great danger of bombing by
approaching aircrafts of the enemy

. A-BOMB DISEASE

Illnesses caused by A-bomb radiation: acute symptoms like
vomiting, diarrhoea, anaemia, high fever, alopecia, and purpura
and after-effect diseases like leukaemia or cancer.

. BLACK RAIN
The rain right after the A-bombing defiled with radioactivity, ash,
oil, and dust

. CIVILIAN EMPLOYEE IN THE ARMY

Civilian men and women in the service of the army during wartime

. DISMANTLING OF BUILDINGS
Towards the end of the war buildings have been torn down to make
open spaces in order to prevent eventual fires from spreading

. DUGOUT
Underground shelters or caves dug into the side of a slope
protecting people from air-raids

. HIBAKUSHA
A sufferer of the 1945 A-bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
possibly suffering from an after-effect disease

. MOBILIZED STUDENTS

Towards the end of the war students from junior high schools,
women's schools, and technical schools have been mobilized to
meet the shortage of work-forces in factories

10.

11.

12.

PIKA-DON (pronounced as “pic-a daun ):
The glaring light (Pika) and the deafening sound (Don) of an A-
bomb. Later used as alias for “A-bomb’

SOLDIER TRAINING FIELD
Huge open spaces about ten times as large as a school field used
to train soldiers

WOMEN'S SELF-DEVOTED UNIT
A team of a district or a school which supplies the work-forces
during wartime
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Basic Statics related to the Atomic Bombs dropped

Hiroshima Nagasaki

Date of Bombing

8:15 A.M. 6th August 11:2 A.M. 9th August

1945 (Showa 20) 1945 (Showa 20)

Height of Blast

580m height in the air 503m height in the air

Types of Bomb

Uranium Bomb Plutonium Bomb

Power of Blasting
(TNT gunpowder equivalent)

about 15 kt about 22 kt

Discharged Energy

about 14 trillion cal about 20 trillion cal

City Population at the time

about 420 thousands about 270 thousands

Numbers of the Dead
(by December, 1945)

about 140 thousands about 70 thousands

total of both cities about 200 thousands

Numbers Enshrined

to the monument
(by August, 2014)

292,325 165,409

total of both cities 457,734

Hiroshima Atomic Bomb
Diameter:0.7m
Length: about 3 m
Weight: 4 t
"Little Boy"

Nagasaki Atomic Bomb
Diameter: 1.5 m
Length: about 3.3 m
Weight: 4.5 t
"Fat Man"



A mushroom cloud

"PIKA! DON! "
In this moment a mushroom-shaped cloud arose, and then it spread like an umbrella. It
finally became a huge umbrella, like a demon that bares his fangs and attacks us.
Two hundred thousand lives were lost in the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 65% of
them were children, women and elderly persons.
Among them, 40% are still missing.
In the course of some thousand years of human history, has such a heavy and horrible
incident ever happened before?

This collection of testimonies and pictures was made by those who experienced the
tragedies of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and who are currently living in Kanagawa Prefecture.
Towards the 21st century these Hibakushas (sufferers of the A-bombings) left behind
pictures and texts as testimonies of the truth.
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PIKA-DON

6th August, Hiroshima, A schoolgirl, 13 years old

The air alert was cancelled and the enemy planes had gone away as usual. I felt relieved,
but then a friend shouted: "There is an aircraft. It's a B-29." "Oh, it drops a parachute."

In this very moment like lightning an orange flash as bright as the bursting of thousands of
magnesium flares appeared. Just as I turned in that direction, "DON", a tremendous
shockwave hit me. The blast mixed with broken glass, earth and sand blew through the
factory and I was flung against the floor.

When I came to, I finally realized that because I was directly hit by the blast, my uniform
was dyed red with nose-blood, from the inside of my left arm which was gouged out by
splinters of glass blood spouted and small pieces of broken glass stuck all over in my body.
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Three stages of being bombed
6th and 7th August, Hiroshima, A soldier, 36 years old

@ Upper part: 6th August, just after 8 o'clock in the morning

I was stationed on the top of Ebayama Hill, 3.8 kilometres away from hypocenter. All the

sudden, there was a blue-white flash and I heard a hissing sound. I felt burning heat on my back.

From the top of the mountain, I could see a "mushroom cloud" in the midst of debris.
"What's that?" [ was asking my fellow soldiers. We could see fires breaking out in every

corner of the city

®Lower part right: 6th August, around noon

This I saw, when I went out on official duty: People with severe burns were walking
towards the hospital at the foot of Ebayama Hill. They were bleeding and I could not see
whether they were male or female.

®Lower part left: 7th August, night
Here and there in the midst of the debris, people piled up timber and cremated dead
corpses.
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Waiting for rescue in great pain
6th August, Hiroshima, A soldier, 19 years old

While he was walking on the street about 1.2 kilometres away from hypocenter a boy of
fifteen was hit from behind.

Clothes and skin were totally burnt, and his body was stripped to the skin.

I took a grass mat out in a nearby farmland and made him lay down. The boy was lying on
his stomach in great pain and was waiting for rescue not knowing when it comes.

With his whole body
blasted by the heat rays,
a boy lies, groaning;

he's waiting for rescue
that never seems to come.
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Burnt black in a street car
6th August, Hiroshima, A high school student, 12 years old

At Kamiya-cho Station near hypocenter a street car was burnt.

The passengers of this street car were burnt coal-black, some still standing and others still
sitting.

The corpse of the driver was charred in the shape of the steps.

Corpses lying near the station were charred and shrunk.

The shrunk corpse of a mother holding her baby was really pitiful.

This is the appearance of the tragic last moments of the citizens of Hiroshima, which were
exposed to severe heat of some thousand degrees centigrade.
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In a dugout ten minutes after the bombing
6th August, Hiroshima, A boy soldier, 18 years old

At the foot of Hijiyama Hill, about 1.8 kilometers
away from hypocenter. A flash and then "DON", a
terrific noise, and a tremendous blast.

The boy soldiers outside of the army barracks were
knocked down to the ground. Because they were
stripped to the waist, they could not resist. The whole
waist caught the ray and was burnt. A cloud of sand
and dust arose. Darkness prevailed. We could not see
anything for a moment. A roaring sound and the
rumbling of the earth.

Under such circumstances we took refuge in the
dugout.

Some could not stand the pain and trembled in great
awe, crying "Ouch! It hurts!" Others bore the pain by
biting on their lips. The strange smell of burnt skin
was penetrating.

Those in the barracks faced a shower of broken glass
all over and were red because of the fresh blood
spouting out. I was also bleeding badly, and fainted

from anaemia.

Sickening odors of

sweat and burns fill an air-raid shelter;
inside, wounded boy soldiers

bear their pains — groans escaping
from their tightly-bit lips.

Continued on the next page
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Seven days after the bombing at a temporary first aid station

13th August, Hiroshima, A boy soldier, 18 years old

Boy soldiers, burnt severely, were accommodated in
a temporary first aid station in an elementary school
that was seven kilometres away from hypocenter. But
there was no medicine. Finally after three days
sesame oil was available and was spread as first-aid
treatment.

All had high fever, couldn't eat anything, bore severe
pain and groaned. "Ouch. It hurts!" They asked for
water. On their burns was pus ten to twenty
millimetres thick. Maggots were all over. We
removed them and removed them but there were too
many.

A boy started to talk in delirium. Somebody talked to
him, but he did not answer. And suddenly it was
silent. He has died.

Their groaning voices cried "Give me water!",
"Water!" and "It hurts! Ouch!" Gradually their cries
turned into "I can not stand it". Finally they were
almost lifeless. There pain had an end and they died.
The one who survived longest lived for two weeks.

In festering wounds

on soldiers' burnt backs,
pus has gathered;
maggots swarm wriggling
over their aching flesh.
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Fleeing the fire in great dismay
6th August, Hiroshima, A member of the women's self-devoted unit, 23 years old

We fled the fire in great dismay.

People around us were all burnt and the skin of their arms was peeled off and hanged
down.

They went hither and thither in this horrible condition. It was impossible to see whether
they are male or female.

The sunlight was strong in those days and they had maggots in their mouth and wounds.
After a few days even light burnt people had many red or blue spots on the skin. Then they
lost there hair and died.
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A diploma hit by "Black Rain"

6th August, Hiroshima, A civilian employee in the army, 23 years old

After the dropping of the A-bomb
About one hour later
It was raining "Black Rain."

"Black Rain" flowed over the furniture
in a house without roof and windows
blown away by the blast.

After several days

I found a half torn diploma.

On the white paper there were the traces of Black Rain
Even today, after more than fifty years,

it is still like that.
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A woman who has just given birth on a cart
6th August, Hiroshima, A soldier, 28 years old

When I came to the dugout near Hijiyama Hill to search my fellow soldiers, I saw a
woman who has just given birth lying on a straw mat on a cart. The umbilical cord has not
been cut off yet and she was suffering.
Beside her, an old lady was gripping the cartwheel firmly looking to the ground.
It was so pitiful that I could not leave that place.
Even now, fifty-five years later I am crying endlessly. It is like an incident which
happened yesterday.

"Happiness is certainly within Peace and War is the destroyer of happiness."
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I put my coat on a dying girl
9th August, Nagasaki, A mobilized student, 18 years old

A girl had escaped from the ammunition factory. As she arrived at Urakami she could not
move any more and fell down. She was lying on her back in the middle of the street
exposed to the strong sunshine. One of her plaits got untied, her clothes were burnt and
she was stark naked.

The flesh was peeled off from her hands and feet. Occasionally her fingers twitched.

She was still breathing. Her face was not injured.

Her skin was transparent like the skin of a wax doll, and her half-open eyes were pitiful.
I took off my coat and gently covered her.

WDV EAER sHH Eil 18% BESE

L2t LDl TR TETENI %o/ D2y HID DB DO E A AR T I2B v T 7z,
=il A D —J5 DIV TSP T &R TH D,

FOROADF DI Ty 7 E38HD %o TIEMRIIL T72, BB R 572,

WL NIED ENZET T HEFSL IR =72,

EERRNT, Eoe DL DRIZPT 72,

11



e
g ...-..._-.

B ONBHE KA | <7 HEHBRACE U LD NED SRS TVOREES KSR
USIHDUNRR VS UREHED VR LSO PSR R RSV S LA KNSR OV S8
2] 5l ;,.%L:ﬁr_ fa KON QL R atﬂw_rﬁ&mur%aapﬁmﬁ w.?r

bk i



In the debris, the faces of my wife and my first son ...
6th August, Hiroshima, A soldier, 26 years old

After that deafening sound of "Don!", I lost consciousness for a moment. Then I realized
that the army barrack had collapsed. I was in the midst of the debris and had the beams of
the roof on my back. Being on all fours I lifted them up with full strength.
I just wanted to be rescued.
Then sun light from outside come into a chink, but inside smoke was whirling. "There is
no rescue, calm down", I thought and was ready to die.
In this moment the faces of my wife and my first son, who had been burned out by the air-
raid in Hiratsuka appeared before my eyes.

"I will not be rescued. Take care of yourself." I said. And in that very moment their faces
disappeared.
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Groaning voices echoed in the dugout
9th August, Nagasaki, A schoolgirl, 13 years old

In the first moment I did not know what happened to me.

I was rescued by my mother and hurried to a dugout.

Mother too had wounds all over her body, was bloodstained and her clothes were half
burnt.

There were many people in the dugout and all had burns and wounds. Without any
treatment they were just lying on the ground. Their groaning voices were echoing in the
semi-dark dugout.

A young mother was bleeding. She was still carrying her dead baby on her back. The head
of the baby was hanging down.

Even now, I cannot forget that mother's hollow eyes.
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That was indeed an infernal train (1)
Oth August, Nagasaki, A schoolgirl, 15 years old

"The rescue train is arriving!"
We were ordered to care for the passengers.
Seeing the train coming, I gasped with surprise.
It was indeed an infernal train.
Burnt and festering faces. Skin was peeling off. Skin was red and swollen.
Their hair was dusty and full of blood. It stood on end.
There was almost no place left on the locomotive since many wounded people clung to it.
I shrunk when they stared at me with their rolling hollow eyes.
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That was indeed an infernal train (2)
9th August, Nagasaki, A schoolgirl, 15 years old

After a moment of dumb surprise I recovered and entered the train.

It was an absolutely unbearable scene with dusts, the smell of blood and groans.

We tried to guide those out who could not move for their wounds. We grabbed their hands
but their skin easily peeled off. Because we could not hold them, we carried them out on

the shoulder, and laid them down in a line on the platform.

There were some who already were dead.

The wounded cried for water and some of us were busy giving them water to drink.
And we brought these wounded to the marine hospital or to some schools near by using

door panels or bicycle trailers.
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A girl passed away lonely
6th August, Hiroshima, A schoolgirl, 13 years old

Two hundred and twenty mobilized first-year schoolgirls were bombed out when they tore
down buildings in the city near the Dobashi Bridge. All of them died.
Yoko, the only child of her parents, was severely burnt all over her body, and carried to a
first-aid station.

"Ouch, it hurts! - Water, water!"

HMom! n

"Mom, are you not here yet?"

"Rub my chest, please!"

"Grandma, please hold my hands!"
She was suffering. Around eleven o'clock in the evening of August the 6th she died lonely
at the age of thirteen.

She could not meet her mother who finally arrived the next day. She was all alone.
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Totally wrapped up on stretchers
11th August, Nagasaki, A little girl, 6 years old

In the morning of 11th August at Michino'o Station a lot of people wrapped up with
bandage were lying on stretchers.
"Water, water!" They were groaning and squirming.

Because the train could not continue, they were taken out. I saw them just for a short
moment, but that scene is still printed in my eyesight and I cannot forget it.

It was scaring, it was really scaring. I wanted to leave that place as soon as possible.

I could not stand seeing it.
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Hidden in a manhole
6th August, Hiroshima, A soldier, 19 years old

A Mother was wounded by the A-bomb and trembled with the dreadful blast. In order to
escape the next disaster she desperately fled into a manhole, whose cover had been blown

off by the blast, the baby in her arms.

(Manholes were the only place to hide in the burnt city.)

An open manhole,

with its cover blown off

by the atomic blast,

provides temporary shelter

for a bleeding mother holding her baby.
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The boy did not drink the water

6th August, Hiroshima, A member of the women's self-devoted unit, 23 years old

Many people gathered at the fire cisterns.
Their upper bodies were naked, and skin hung from their fingertips like black threads.

A little boy said: "Give me water." He clung to me and suddenly fell down.

I thought that at least I could bring this child to a place where water is. So I carried him
and ran, but it was too late.
He was already dead and could not drink water any more.
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A mother passed away, still holding the baby in her arms
6th August, Hiroshima, A soldier, 25 years old

At a quarter past eight in the morning of 6th August, just after the air warning had been
cancelled, a single B-29 bomber flew in. Suddenly there was an enormous flash and half
of the city became a sea of fire.

The buildings of my military unit, where I was stationed, fell down as if toy blocks have
been crushed.

All the way from the Minami-machi units through Senda-machi, Funairi, Tokaichi-Cho to
the Yokogawa Bridge, men in the residual heat of the smoking debris who had weak
breathing were crawling towards fire cisterns in search of water.

A young mother was lying dead in a fire cistern she had entered with the baby in her arms.
A carriage horse has fallen down and gasped for breath.

It was indeed like hell.
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Mother, I don't want to die!
9th August, Nagasaki, A schoolgirl, 15 years old

Under the scorching sun, a young mother was gazing at the sky with hollow eyes, holding
her burnt dead child in her arms.

Many people were desperate. They could only pay attention to themselves, and had no
energy to care for others despite their cries for help.

"Mother, I don't want to die!"

"Die with me!"

"Mother I don't want to die!"

The voice faded away.
That voice is still echoing in the back of my mind.
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The boy was exhausted and fell down on that spot
6th August, Hiroshima, A soldier, 19 years old

In Hiroshima, students were mobilized to tear down Wishing to find his family,
buildings to prevent bigger damages caused by air- a boy le r 16{1 home alone,
raids. enduring pains of deep burns.

But, seeing his house had vanished,

Doing this work a fourteen year old boy was bombed he sank to the smoldering ground.

and Hiroshima was burnt to the ground. The boy had
severe burns all over his body and tried to flee. He
desperately kept walking along charred bodies of
those who could not escape the fire and along
mountains of ashes and debris together with a group

of crying peoples. Finally he arrived at his house. AT OET 20BN

But the house was destroyed, and the neighbourhood BA6H LR 195 A

was burnt to ashes. A BTl 2B 2 OB OB IS S MO S e B B
He could not find his family and fell down on the Sz

spot completely exhausted. COREIHEFL TR 14T O LER,
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