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5
Memorandum of Understanding on Coordination for Disaster Preparedness and

Disaster Countermeasures Operations between Kanagawa Prefectural Government and
U.S. Army Japan

Introduction and Background:

"Manual for Mutual Help between U.S. Military and Kanagawa Prefectural
Government at Disaster" was prepared in 1997, based on the lessons learned from the Great
Hanshin/Awaji Earthquake two years before in 1995.

Since then, this manual has served as a concrete basis for the U.S. Army Japan

(USARIJ) and Kanagawa Prefectural Government (KPG) to conduct drills during KPG's
annual disaster relief exercises.

Purpose and Scope:

USARIJ and KPG recognize that timely and appropriate coordination, and accurate and
effective mutual support, will be essential for success during consequence management
actions following a large disaster; therefore, USARJ and KPG have agreed to sign this MOU
with the aim of strengﬂlening and improving our disaster preparedness and disaster
countermeasures (DP/DC) mutual support posture.

USAR]J and KPG shall implement DP/DC mutual help in accordance with the MOU,
and the area shall be within the boundaries of Kanagawa Prefecture in principle.

Definitions:

"Disaster" means an unusual natural event, such as an earthquake, flooding, or
typhoon, and other serious incidents or accidents, which require mutual help.

“Disaster preparedness” means preparation activities for a disaster when it is
imminent, including when the Kanagawa Prefectural Earthquake Disaster Alert
Headquarters is established.

"Disaster countermeasures” include officially approved disaster rescue activities for
victims of a disaster, and do not include permanent contributions for economic and
infrastructure reconstruction.



Examples of some disaster countermeasures are:
(1) firefighting
(2) search and rescue
(3) medical first-aid/life-saving treatment
(4) removal of rubble and obstacles
(5) provision of food, water, and other materials
(6) transport of personnel and materials
(7) receipt of relief goods and support groups
(8) setup of shelters and temporary housing
(9) safety confirmation of USARIJ's personnel and families living outside of USARIJ bases
and areas

(10) safety confirmation of Japanese citizens and others working inside USARIJ bases

Planning and Response Guidelines:

Actions based on this MOU shall be pursued in accordance with the laws and
regulations of each country, and shall be aided by use of the "Manual for Mutual Help
between U.S. Military and Kanagawa Prefectural Government at Disaster”, published in
1997. This manual shall be appropriately updated and revised.

USARJ headquarters staff and KPG agree to meet on a regular basis to discuss
DP/DC, and study and coordinate DP/DC training and education, etc.

In implementation of mutual help, USARJ and KPG will maintain close liaison with
local municipalities in the prefecture where concerned U.S. military installations are located,
and pay regard to the relations between the local municipalities and the U.S. military
installations located in the municipalities.

In the wake of a large disaster, USARJ's first priority will be to ensure U.S. Army
are reconstituted and able to accomplish their assigned defense missions; however, USARJ
will attempt to aggressively pursue cooperative DC actions consistent with authorities
granted by the U.S. Department of Defense, to include the seeking of guidance from higher
headquarters concerning continued length, type, and scope of DC operations. |

The cost in connection with DP/DC activities shall be borne by the party offering the

support based on the provisions of the said party, or based on the agreement between the
governments of the U.S. and Japan.

This MOU does not obligate either party to provide any assistance.
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Supplementary Information:

This MOU shall take effect when signed by the Commander of U.S. Army Japan and
the Governor of Kanagawa Prefecture, and can be modified or revised based on agreement
by both parties.

This MOU shall be terminated based on agreement by both parties, or based on a
written notification submitted 60 days prior, by either side. '

June 17, 2008 June 17, 2008
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SHIGEFUMI MATSUZAWA ELBERTN PERKINS
Govemor, Kanagawa Prefecture MG, USA
Commanding



