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A Study for Understanding the Product Characteristics and Purchase Intentions
of the Strawberry Variety ' Kanakomachi' Bred in Kanagawa Prefecture

Rina MIZUSAWA, Tomoko MATSUMURA and Akiko KITABATAKE
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Summary

The product characteristics of regular pack and flat pack containers for 'Kanakomachi' strawberry, a variety developed
in Kanagawa Prefecture, were compared. Through simulated distribution tests and consumer surveys, this study considered
the packaging that takes advantage of Kanagawa Prefecture’s distribution characteristics.

The simulated distribution test results showed that flat packs were suitable containers for transporting ripe "Kanakomachi'
fruits compared to the regular packs. In addition, a survey on consumer purchase intentions predicted a higher preference for
regular packs among consumers. Although the preference for flat packs was low, there was a perception that they were high-
end and had a high demand as gifts. In addition, flat packs are expected to be purchased for a border range of purposes than
regular packs and to expand gift options. Furthermore, during the tasting of 'Kanakomachi' strawberries, there was a
preference for purchasing highly ripe fruits, highlighting the added value of "fully ripe".

From the above, it was concluded that the flat packs of "Kanakomachi' strawberries are suitable as gifts. To achieve
profitable sales, it is important to develop a sales strategy emphasizing the size of the fruits, highlighting the "fully ripe" state
unique to Kanagawa Prefecture’s proximity to urban areas, and explaining the variety.
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