12 1991 9

Effect of direct selling for " shirasu” , larvae of Japanese anchovy and sardine,
on its wholesale price at the Hiratsuka fish market.

*k

Isamu "and Hideo

A large quantity of "shirasu", larval Japanese anchovy, and sardine, had been caught off Hiratsuka in
Sagami Bay, Kanagawa and landed on the fish market in Hiratsuka until 1989 by four groups of fishermen,
who were self-employed and engaged in the shirasu boat seine. One of four groups started processing their
own catch in May, 1990, to sell boiled and semi dried shirasu products without passing them through
wholesale markets. This paper deals with the effect of such direct selling for shirasu products on the
wholesale market price of raw shirasu materials at Hiratsuka.

The highest price was set for about 100kg among the total shirasu catch landed on the Hiratsuka fish
market and the remainder were sold at a low price. The relation between the total catch( )and the lowest
price( )in 1989 was estimated and presented in the following regression formula.

3.40x10% -0-388( 0.858)

Monthly lowest price were then calculated from this formula for shirasu catch from May to October in
1990 and the compared with the actual lowest prices at the market during the same period. The calculated
low prices from May to August were nearly the same to the market lowest prices, while latter prices were
higher in September and October by 142 and 103 yen/kg, respectively. These results suggest that the direct
selling of shirasu products led to an increase of the lowest market price for raw shirasu materials, thus
promising higher income for shirasu fisheries people.
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Fig. Annual changes in the average price of
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